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Since 1 July 2007, homes in Queensland must have at least one smoke alarm installed.

What do I need to do?
If your home was built before 1 July 1997, you must have installed at least one 9 volt battery operated smoke 
alarm.

If your home was built after 1997, it should have have at least one 240 volt (hard-wired) smoke alarm installed.  
This is a requirement under the Building Code of Australia (BCA).

How do the new laws affect residential rental properties?
If you are a landlord:

Service life of a smoke alarm is usually indicated by the warranty offered by its manufacturer:

If you are a tenant:

You are required to install smoke alarms in your rental property.  If your property is managed by an agent, 
they may be able to arrange for this to be done.

The minimum legal requirement is a 9 volt battery-operated smoke alarm, with a one-year battery.

You must test and clean each smoke alarm within 30 days before the start of a tenancy agreement. Your 
agent may be able to arrange for this to be done for you to ensure your legislative requirement is met. 

In addition you must replace, in accordance with the manufacturers’ instructions, each battery in the 
smoke alarm that is flat or that you or your agent is aware is almost flat within 30 days before the start of 
a tenancy.  Your agent may be able to appoint suitable contractors to carry out this work. 

You must replace the smoke alarm unit before it reaches the end of its service life.*  Your agent may be 
able to arrange for this to be done.
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If the smoke alarm reaches the end of its service life, you must replace it immediately.  Your agent may 
be able to arrange for this to be
done.

Where notified by a tenant that a smoke alarm is not operating, you should have the smoke alarm 
checked by a competent professional, and as required, repaired or replaced. Your agent may be able to 
arrange for this to be done.

You or your agent should arrange for an information statement (RTA Form 17a) to be given to tenants.

To ensure compliance, if you are selling a property you will be required to lodge a form with the 
Queensland Land Registry stating that operational smoke alarms are installed in the property.
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Your landlord is only required by law to test and clean smoke alarm(s) at the start of a tenancy.  If the 
property is managed by an agent, they may arrange for this to be done.

You are required by law to test and clean each smoke alarm in the dwelling at least once every 12 
months.

You are required by law to replace, in accordance with the information statement (RTA Form 17a) that is 
provided to the tenant, each battery that is flat or is almost flat.

If you become aware that a smoke alarm in the rental property is not working, other than because the 
battery is flat or almost flat, you must advise the landlord or agent as soon as practicable.

Please note that for public housing tenants the State Government has already installed hard-wired 
smoke alarms in all public housing dwellings.
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